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PhD Student
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Infrastructures



Plan for Today

3

Plan (10 mins)

Prepare(10 mins)

Present (10 mins)
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PLAN



Know your Audience
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Get familiar with your space



Communicating 
with your 
students
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Prepare and Practice



PREPARE
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PREPARE



What makes a bad presentation?

What makes a bad presentation?

What makes a bad presentation?

What makes a bad presentation?

What makes a bad presentation?

What makes a bad presentation?
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1. Make sure you have everything spelled out and 
written in your syllabus. This includes attendance 
policy, grading and late submission policy

2. What kind of work do students need to do to expect 
an A? Students are most interested in maintaining a 
high GPA. 

Give Clear Instructions and Set Expectations
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Consider the back row



What makes a bad presentation?



1. Talk with your students, not to or at them. 

2. Avoid jargon.

3. Be culturally sensitive. Don’t make off culture 
remarks or gestures.  

4. Don’t go over time. It is disrespectful to students and 
their schedules.

How do you feel about Public Speaking?
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Clear



1. Think through your in-class assignments for the day 
and anticipate what might go wrong and how you 
will deal with it.

2. Go through your material for the day and time 
everything. 

Be Consistently Proactive, not Reactive
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Be Concise and Accurate
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Transitions & Signposts





Presenting to the Class



Give Clear Instructions 
and Set Expectations

25



26



27



▫ Eye contact

▫ Vocal variety

▫ Gesture

▫ Movement
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You are now prepared.....to prepare!

▫ How do you introduce yourself on the 1st day of class?

▫ Develop a short (2 minute) introduction for yourself

▫ Present to your neighbor

▫ Get feedback

▫ Reconvene in 6 minutes

30




